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Abstract

The details about the folk deity worship of ancient Tamilakam can be seen from the
Sangam Age. The modern day historians call this worship system as Tamil religion that
existed before the arrival of the Aryans and so called Dravidian system in Tamilnadu. One of
the greatest Tamil scholars Vidyanandan defines the folk deities found in Sangam literature
as minor deities. The people of the Sangam Age believed that God resides in rain, water and
trees. It is seen in the 199" song of “Purananooru”. The Nadukal worship mentioned in
Sangam literature is one of the notable forms of folk deity worship in Tamil Nadu. In the
Kailai Yaga, Lord Shiva ordered the Devas to create new deities on Mount Kailash. So, the
characteristics of the native deities born in the sacrifice are shown ably in the Tamil myths
and their appearance is similar to that of a human. There are 186 deities in the Nattar
worship of Tamil Nadu. It is also notable that Tamil people express their gratitude to the
native deities who removed the sufferings of the people in different ways. It is possible to see
that Tamil people believe that the deity Amman can cure diseases such as smallpox and many
folk believes like this on certain diseases. Therefore, this research article plans to do a study
on the folk deities revered in folk worship.
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LIGOTERL_ULI SLB)PFHSHGOT BTL LT G5 UIex sufliim(B) Gls% CIFUIBIBWET FBI% HTVSHSHV
B)w5GCs Clorir @y &g SUPFESIDSG KW upSDE PTG B)BES Bbs anflur ()
WD BT FLOWILD 6T 6UTGUTMRY QI NNMITHNT In MIBIOTMT HWTUL  FLOWILD
6TGITLIENS; (I UTFHISBT T CIFTeVVT S G6Y [BTLD F(HHGVTLD. FLPSS) CLITmFAnwi . 6% wimeorsseor
FBIS  QVSBNUIBIHNV HTeRTLILIGD BT LTI ClBUIsuBIGWeT FI) G)BUIUBIST 6T6dTRY
UHTUWIMYSHIDITI: " FIBIS BTV LDFEBEIT LOGWLD, BT, LOTLDLYH MDD FHL_6)61T 2_6WMEH(IGLILIST %
pLoilesri” steormy Hpss LmpTermmley (199) @aflii i Gsirendy. Fmis%s (3)eVdhs uimIdser
G BHHV ouflur® Holps pri L i Glguisy om0 GplL_&55% 6Tm).
Huflewev Gousired] 61607601 Geueiratliiled) Fuflemwev LeweVills) FousdT L|HNLI C)%5 UIUBISEDENT LIGDL B
5oL GH i Bl 1b 246weTUNL L TTT. 6T6ID) FH(GSEI LIV LITL V%MD 6N BLOTS U(HHIDS/.
61601 G6), Geuaraluiled Limsb@Lh BIL L M 6l UIsMEI%H6N 60T LIGOITLIHEIGLD FH6OTeRLO%EGLD G)LI15 6l B
BEOT6WLOUJL_ 60T HTL L LI 1 TeYLD YupMesT GCHTHM UGRTeedT 106vfls  CHTDMSHNSLI
CLrevGey Yswiombgierens). B L mi euyflurt tgsv 186 Glsuisumiser &plss 6lFuisiser @) b
ClLIDIYSTOTOIT.  105HEB%HS TDLIL L FOTLIBISDTL] GLTSHSNMI [BTL LTI  6l5UIEI%SEhS% S
L&5B6T  HBIGMST BT HL6iTHewer LIVGUD MGWTE CIFYSS5IVUSI SPIIIIL_&55%S5].
YLosww GBIl CLrerm GBIUISer ClGUInSGSTeD [bBI% LGNS YLDLOOT 6l5UINISSHT) /B /BI%
CILIMS W6V 105 BT [BLOLIFHWSV YLt (1plg HIDS/. B)FHWHB W FWLiL) 1855 BT L i eufliire’ 1g 60
Gl UIuBISWET QNS DY U16Y HL (BT SHMILILI GBIV,

@DILIYFCFETDS&6T: OB iieuid, Gy euflur®, priLmi euflur(®), SO SeVTFFTTLD.

(psTIemy
BT L sufluT®EHer Fepsid CHTMID SHevflSHeTenn euUTIHHemaU SO 6 DB LD
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QUTIPLD L&HEH6T G LISTUTL 9L FTTHHeuiHeT svevi. Gy Gloml CGuAeTTaDd jauiser
auflu@Bi  serewio  GleusuGeumrs  @)HHBeT  Peubleurh  FrHlullaTHEG  CleusuCaumy
CpeumiIsHsT @GHv OpeumiserTECGou  aflemhid]l  sumEIDG. ‘Fowd'  eTedrm  GlFTL
PUBISOLILEG 2 L LBSSULIL () BlmieusT enwwTsSLUL L @aTHH8s CluT(HhEILD. 5
AV auTWDSEHSG SLOUULH @GMISSHLTET YOLULTS  SHHph.  eufluT®Bser
ISHHMHWSNT VsV, euflUTBS6T GlFIud peublaur®m GHueyd OleausuGoum sHesflssHefl
BL-SMSHMETWLD BLDLNGeWHHeWETU| LD 615 TewTIg (HdGHLD. 6peubleum(h eulflLmr(BHLd spedTmI SjeV6VGI
spedTmIdG @ CmuL L C\FieuniSHsT aildelr, L% BIS6T, D)TLOTSHS6T, 9P TagL b, ailg Gumem
ueTLSewer Gsrent(h ewwujd. GaumCmr® seueur@d suflur@  @GplolilL Fev
QuTBLsEhs@ v GLBSEHEE Whdlwdbgeud efda@d. BriLri OCguisuBiseaflsr
Carmmib Sjeweu wHM ClFeunISECerT(h GlEHTaRTHsiTar ClGTLTLs6r, GUTTH6T LIHM] 6T6VEVTLD
LIV LTTemnTdh HemBaHeT ahEerlenl_Guw aupmidl almaleTner. @ Clgilad LTTs) LV Fralul
wrymed euplLiL_eomid. 2eri Glgiieuid GHeVGIFlieud GuresTmemsy LT sufluimi_igm @ ifluier.
@ssmHW  uPlUTHHWOT  Bls1pSHHIMSD G, SWILILEHEHET 2 6TOTRT  6T6TD  H(HSHI
GO LUl Bererg.
Az iieuid, CLHHG S UIeuLD

Amy CQsuieutd CLmBHESGUISLD 6T6edTD CGTL TH6T B)6dTm) FHLOD By liiey 2 6Vl6L GlLMg)iD
UGSV 2 _eiTarerr. (@)eweu HeumTerT uLpd@&dber (MISNOMErS) 6TesTeUTLD. 6TTG6U FeLpdsddlesr
waHHeT auPluTHI SHLejerTewr FAm CsuieuBissT sTarayd Gwed U (B EHBH6T eulflL(bid
Caieumisewer Gl  GCsiieud erereyd  GUIOUGID PSS Y HHTVSH CevGu
@ BB BLILSTS CBNAIDG FHRISHTVSSHD (LPHBEIT LWV 6\HUIDTHESSTET @) (Hibdb TedT
BN & (P6edTevtic (B)6vTd & O\piiuoTds &) HHSTET STeVLIGLITESEV LT LoewstwiedT o 6vTTedT
Ulsttesri @600\ I6UBIGET FLOVE (HSLOTHSLILIL L 6vT. QpEHLD euidhsd Commulledlsr Goevrsldas
FEBIBEHDHEHG L miE GurerTissr. Gepb, Fwewdlhas yesfls Gurflurdsiiul L g).
G SHET 2 P& GLD W&HEH6T LCTTHISTHTTS Yo (PIpWTH Blewed @) BHhoHeH. Coev 9y PlsEs
FTFHET 4S5BT Wohsemer CHmulle)id@@er hiewpw alllmgl SHSHSHTT. YHVTEV 6T 6T
$550HGHW  Gevspiewm  CFlleuBIHEMOTUD CPSTMSWTHeDOTU|D, HID 6fi1g6d @MbHS
sereflwen b Letemer Clum @uisvrs @mbHS CueTEeweTud eulflul (B eubBHeTT. Y EMHLD
IYBSTT UTdhs YHTeured ClLmBICHTUVHmeT HL 19 QY ullydsentdarer Gauedl Blevnhisemer
Carewr Caruilsvsst YGrTals Fwewasl(me wwwrdssliul L ar @Q)hs Blewsvuilsy LVEaum)
BTl Lmi QauieuBigssT G CgsuieuBsGarr(h LLVGam ewmullsy Fewewtds Ll L et
@)siTenid @)ewemTaHBHLILL(H euhHBSleTmest. GLosYIh ewFal eweuswTor FLoWIBISH6TlL @)L (DGILIMILD
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O ieumiHewer GlLHHOSUIeD 6TeTMID Fewerw CguleuBiSewer Fm OpllaubiIGeT 6TeTM)
Sewliugib  FSH6Fwers CarerMlw  speiTmsvey.  Fleusst, FH(Homed, (wp(HBeT GCLTETH
OB leumISHeT 2 wWieuTereweu ereTm CUTHWeTCw CumbHaUD 6Tty OClFTe  GHDSHSH
BIDESTmgl. @)5H6\Hluleunisemer HBHdHH6Tar OHlIUBIGEHD Tnl UTleury O&lieunBIGeT 6Tevr
SPGB LILIL. FPHSF6T LG SHET LDSHEHET UNTBIGHLD oTL 65T, STLedr, omi], LilLmifl GumrsTp
CpeumisHsT CUMmBOSUIO GaTullsVser sTaTn ewEsElL@GID. CarullevssT aw FApu
semevuileir 9yig LitiewL_ufled s L i’ Leweu. LFmiwewt LFTilsHener ClaranTL_smeu 2 _ulli Lisdlseir
@)L_1b Qumeuglsvenev. G\ iieuLd wesflEi g G MBI euhHeuglevens.
CsTewevuiled Gxrermlw BriLmi C\FieuBIgeT

BT LT suflu@id e Clgleumigsst CaTewsvulled o FlGHemeu WTL 6T (LpHedlw
Qpweumisst CuUTflGeT HVESFICVT BVeVg FHldbGerarTSCuwr o uili el L suisGer.
LOTL 6T HWHH6T GlHTevsVLILIL L efrisefler semgsGar. seareur._Geum, &HeVliL) FTF] LOENTLD
STrenTrEGaur Lemgwed eT(hH@Gd CurGsr Geum FuysTw STrewTwrsGeur 6l Tensy
BL&HOTD. [@)dsamamheflsy  eTeeUTD GEHTemey OGFwwliul L eusr GCuuwrdl GlETenev
CFIBeUemerT 0L (HLOGVSVTLOEY SjeusnIewL W 2 M6 Hemer sTeVVTLD Gl Term) all(Reursit. L]
TGS @rer®), cpsrm Limailsaflsd gnl CGTLFeVTD. SHTHHeuTTed, HewT efredr,
feiredr BTLTeT 6TedIm GLT&FTLl], Csearsev wrLer Curer@nri Frdpenm FU L Bisemer
TP THHHTV ClBTVEVLILIL L ST, (IPSHHILILILL 63T STIPSSLILIL L Foasle01WT 6LISTEn T LO6STH |
CEBTedTLTeYID YBlewr L& GlFarn 6&HTeLsVLILIL L 06T Gl&H6THeV LML 6T HTLPSSLILIL L
@zl GlueTenent HHULPlES puwied LI L mewfl sTeTLeusTTey Gl%TeveVLILIL L auedr. Gl Temsvulley
2 Flgs Ogiiaibisenar Qeul HriuLl L euTengdsT, GLIl LISHL 6T, LOTL_63TH6T 6T6TLIG| 6BHsVe» eV
wreul L aupdd@. @eunenm ‘glquirTer G\Guleumiser eredTmid &ML (Heud. wrer GuUTeiTm
QB eumISH6eT Fov &GHOLBISEHE G &HV6SUIeuwTs @)(HdbGHLW. spettm CHeums &HBLILIBSIM
S|l HeTHl aulfl eubHeUTHEHSE HeuUsT &HVOGIIMDTES () (hHHEVITLD HIV6VEI f616M6IT
QBTHTEMTTSHE HVOBUWIULTS @) (HHHVTD. @leweu WTeyD LWGSHTT6D 6uewTHISLILI(HLD
CpeunisCer. (pHHTribedr, rflwibwer, sreflwibesr, LSSlTasTefl obwesr, 2 Ffesfliom
sTaflwibioesr, LLeVBIOISTEwTL TaTibiosdT, @)Fshalwibioest GUITSTNEN6U  HLDLDESTHST  6TETM
aumsulled YL BIGD. @)bs Y WTHEHT Flev ewHVTWSSL LimboHeweu. Geusirall &ulilsd
urieugluller allwieneud gHiefleu) CahrerMlwiausT (LpdheTTOOET. STOFWIDLOSY(LD LidhErsmer]
eI Flousfledr susvdhaseTewtlsy @) (HHLH Lipdaslsiimeri. o ddfsflioramef ailsigsmioursv
CamevsvliLipd. @rewflw  sfyallesr @Gmluilsy Upsdlsimrsr @euisEpd BHTLLTTTeL
sufluL tiu@slssrpesti. CGeumy Fev yibesrsewer GmMlsgl ete0Gwmd (EImore 1893) spri@sii
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@ (Oppert 1986) o5. G grwmrenigapd (A.K. Ramanujam) srwpdlujsirenestic. &)bsb 9LbLO6TS 6T
ulfl euTHIGLD eTHETTS 2 6temest. Flym Cheuswmgsewer Gl GHuley @)ba Fow
auflurl HobGHsT LbiG ChrsCsrT® eunmewm Srefluller eusTrd Hsvevg Fleouesflssr
2 _meaileri eTedTmid @)ewentdHlesTmerri. wrflwiibiosst Feuest LTTeuSCuwir®h @)ewewtdg GlLHLD
HsWGHEH6T 2 sener. wrflwibwer whslw Lipaiullsy o UrTwesr CuestentTs Unbhai
STPSHSLILL L FTHlew FTTHS @HUTTeV JLoTMHM] Hl(HLoewtid GlFiigh CsTevevliL’ () LilsiTeori
SjeueaTTsL LLflUTBISLILL L HTH LD HwHH6T STenTliLi(hFermer. srhewenws LisdlullBeugi
ST WHagTHTewaT 6l&HTeVsYIUSTE HHBLLIBGS DS Guaid Feust allapem Cumesrm
HL_QY6MIlT 6UTLPHMS FIHEDTHATTS WL WD GClpliauBIGemar HsLsVeweu GFIW LD STwTi
eTedTmILD &ML Lu@®Smg.
BT LT Qg iieunisefeT auflum’_iqL migseir

BT LT CFeBIsEhdhE uPLTL gL BISH6T HYeDSHSLILDBUSDE LIV & TT 6Vl bIs 6T
2 sreredr. Fm Cpllen Camralvssr safl @ GHULuSSeaTrTCVT Fov GHHbuBIGeT CFibCHT
suflul () eumeussTeur@d. Fev Geuiskemley @y Gpuieud QeusuGoumy Frglwrmsy G 2ariflsv
GeusuGoum @)L misafled sufluL LiLieugib 2 vr®). sph Cluieusbslna@, @ 2arflsy spedTiIm @,
Gumul L uev FL_Riseflev sTewriiLi®eusn @ 3)%HGau sryewTid. Fm GlgieuniSHsT LiIsVeuHMIIM S,
uevGeum oarigseaflsy LLGCoum euflurl gL Biser Sewwsslul (hererer i 2arfled(HbHg
LHEDTH 207(hd @ GG CLWTHE CFsvLeuTHsT ST Ul (B eupbs OHlileusems HLOGEWTH
OB TesT(H CIFLEILD ULPHHLD 2 6iT6NGI. LHH6T aUeilasD GCFiiusHHETHOD Li(heu HTev Gl%mLlsD
yfleugmaraseb 2 peieriler sL_nigseaflsy LBIGCHENHa LD LIVEaIM 29Ti &% EhdEHF ClFSTM HLIb
sari Flpoilw Ueteri eCsemid gt FGlwgsbiser G&merener Gmmiuiser eymHLIL L M6V
Seunmn@ Sryewrid ‘Cauiey Gsrerrm’ eTedim GFTVUGID WIUTES SHTERTLILBSIDSI
GO DUSSIT RBAGSSG CHT Vgl allusgl apuL. e UlsTeri oj&@GEbUSSTT
sp(Heu(hd @ GOIULNL L Ggiieuid Herailsy CarerTy Heird @, LTL LD Hewg gl ClaTenL 61&ETH S5
auflur® CFiig ellvgiur’ B Plaspsfsenearuyd  gHuT®H OFiiuwry S Lener
@)L ewwwmsy susurm GFieugianT®). Cr GHuleud gnl @bS CLPSITM BT TewT k%6 6T
9ygLitenL_uilsd GleusuGeum) earigeflsd LFL_1b 9ewindbaLiLiL (B euLfliiL_evmib.
BT mi euflum(

priLmi Qsuien suflur® GWlss yuieyser 209D BTHMHTENTIY6T QY TibLSsH GG
aubgl el Ler. poHul L STeVsSw euflur®), CsTeOupd euflur®), UsTenL W euflum®
palweT Blewew BT Ll () euenrwmissLLL (Hererer BrlLmi Ggiulen euflur’ ewi SOl
HWVEHHETEhAWID ‘Blrmo CHeusws auflur®h)’ 616t dnMISIDGI. Fhid ST6V LDEHEBET euLplil L
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BT LT CgleunISHeafle) Fl_emeUTL 9|, BISTETIDLOENILD (P IUILDTEITEN6N. hIdk TETLDLOEIT
uTbeL  uFLIUBRSSHILIST HLeweUTL 6T HBBTL 1960  euFlE@Gld GlGuieub. BT LT
CpeuBIHEHEGE L OFiiusuisst 95CHeusr Frihs FralullarrTaGeur  9sLVG)
Ulrrwewri  eveors  Geoumy  srgluileryrasGeur @ @mlur. mriLri  Gsiieud  LIFe%He)
SHSTEMLOU|eDL WG BTLLTH euphsTn Curerm @)% UTeSngl. @@ 29TenT FTiihdb e Td6T
b 2menr alll_(h) Glg LW Curgl HbG 2T G\HuIeIPD HeUTeHEHL T GLlg GlLWTHEI
allP. Cuwgib Cgiuieud pmeuflst searalsy Csrery srer Ga:mulld CaTaTL @)L Sews
SewLwmerd &Tily Herdh@ Camully &L s Lewerull®d. HUCLTE SH6oTey SHewwTL 6ui
YOS 2o CFUIISMS ST 2@ YPSH ur Uy et TOSH SubGI Hevr 2arifle)
Caruile & (Heuri. BriLmi Ggiuleuniser suflLubLeuhd@ BeTenwsnw WL (KD ClFuiauest
SV, eweu Fewwedwiwld CaTHEHEGL. BriLmi Csuieukiseflsy GLHLUTEID GlLesT
OB eumI%HCer GlFLUTSH G GlUHDemau et GlHluisumiseflsy GVINLIIL L OsiliaBisemers sailr
Ulm Ogieuniser glement 615 liiaBISeTTSE0 2_6TaTenT.

BTl mi Qg iieukisefesr G%mrhmid

BT LT Ogiieusiseaflsst GHTMHMLD H6VEVEHI 2 (HeuTHSELD CLPETM] BleHEVHEOTTH 2 66T

> suilewev wemevuiley Cxeuiser GlFiigs Geusrallulley LImba Hsuefl b sugid CUDHM)

BT LT 6% 16uBIS6T ) 56V.

> Geusirailuisy 960V TLO6L ClGUIRISSHTM DL 6T dn Lyt LM eulflsefley Lmbag FHleuesfli b

QUTBISST CUPMI BTL LT 65 U161BISH6T Y FH6v.

> 9|BT6V LOTeNTLD WL bb YaTHEHLD, OGlLIMTHEHD Hullewsy LewsVE G blFeTm)

AeueflL_1b eurmiger GuHm BT L TT O%IeBIS6T ) 56V.

@bs cpsiTy CFlleumisEhDd Huilewsv ewsLUlL Feyiwd] GluHm LIim@ Gsiisu Blewsvenws
SewLw  iguyb sHuilewev wewevulled Geusrall BL Gs FHeushi Hyewewrulll L snHE& Heofldhs
HTTMTBISET 6Tewaul|ld Fn UL allvensv. FHeuehi Lslw Ogpilunbisemear LswL &d il
Capeuimseflib ewewruill Leng wL (B @GOG S sTDeT. GHFTH 6Tedrm  Clgiieusdsler
Carmm BlaspsAulley CoHauismepd (pesflauisEpld $BIGEHSE LB & meneu Glm Geuesr(hid
steor Goueirail CFISMSH B)eweu &1 (BH&lssTmert. (GHmaFTL Hewg, 1976., LG s, 34)

BT LT Oslileubisenear 2 (Hoursh@Gl Huillewey Ceusitall GMlss GFiiFser aisvedlens
uTL sV&6flsL allerdars aumalsimer Caheurssr Gsustallds @l @)Ldbeng CspiholsH\EGH6V,
Geusirall Gululler BHew YHv Ymisewer GCxihgl OClaul Rgev, Geusiral @GHulullsd @)(HID
WIBISmars 61550, CoausTLms Wrkismer aievsasl Gaul iy 9hHEHGH0 Geausrall Huilsy
Uipiiiss Geuswrigw o eweu sy Uligsg eThlsed yslwer @riurLsvseflsy G
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